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To,  








Date: 03-08-2010

The Chief Minister,

Government of Andhra Pradesh,

Hyderabad. 

Respected Sir;

Sub:- Request to withdraw G.O. Ms. No. 1107 Revenue Assignment –I Department dated 15.09.2008 transferring ‘Beela’ land in Sompeta mandal of Srikakulam district to Nagarjuna Construction Company Ltd  to set up a coal based thermal plant  

Ref: - 1) G.O. Ms. No. 1107 Revenue Assignment –I Department dated 15.09.2008

         2)NEAA Order dated 14th July 2010 in Appeals No. 1 to 6 of 2010.

         3) Report of the Committee constituted by the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India released on 30th July 2010

We are writing this letter in the background of unfortunate loss of two innocent lives in police firing and injuries to hundreds of villagers and scores of policemen on 14th July 2010 in ‘Beela’ lands of Sompeta Mandal of Srikakulam district and Order of NEAA on the same day quashing the Environment Clearance (EC) issued to the Nagarjuna Construction Company Ltd (NCC) to locate power plant in the ‘Beela’, and its direction to the state government to conduct a survey of all wetlands in Srikakulam district.

Through GO Ms. No.1107 Revenue Assignment –I Department dated 15.09.2008 the state government of AP alienated 972.69 acres of ‘Beela’ land to NCC to set up 2640 MW coal based thermal power plant. In this G.O it was mentioned that the ‘Beela’ land in question was wasteland. This was based on an understanding that the proposed land is not in a position to support the livelihoods of neighboring villagers in any way. This is far from truth.

‘Beela’ land is in fact wetland but not wasteland. This water body is known as ‘Beela’ locally. To give a better idea of geography of the land for those who have not seen it, it can be compared to the well-known Kolleru Lake. It can be described as a small sized Kolleru lake.  Mahendrathanaya river, which originates in Mahendragiri hill ranges of Eastern Ghats before joining the sea (Bay of Bengal) branches off and a small stream flows in to ‘Beela’. Because of this water is available in the ‘Beela’ through out the year, and this water is a source of sustenance to lakhs of families spread over scores of villages around this ‘Beela’. This wetland occupies over 4000 acres stretching from Baruva in Sompeta mandal to Kapaasuguddi in Kaviti mandal, a length of about 20 km.
The ‘Beela’ has supported and sustained the livelihood of about 1.5 lakh population comprising agriculturists, fishing community and artisans spread over 30 villages in Sompeta, Kaviti and Kanchili mandals of Srikakulam district.
The whole area is abundantly fertile. Water from the ‘Beela’ is the lifeline for not less than 5000 acres in the area where two crops are grown in an year. Besides this 3 lift irrigation schemes located at Kuttuma, Rushikudda and Benkili villages with the total capacity to irrigate 750 acres additionally draw water from this ‘Beela’.  While in some lands paddy is grown during both the seasons in other lands while paddy is grown during khariff season, crops like black gram, sun flower are grown during rabi season. This area is also known for good quality vegetables. Work is available to farm labourers in the ‘Beela’ region through out the year. 

Inland fishing in the ‘Beela’ provides livelihood to fishing communities through out the year. For many fishing families like those belonging to Manikyapuram village of Kanchili mandal, the ‘Beela’ is the only source of livelihood as they do exclusively inland fishing. 

The ‘Beela’ also serves as a huge grazing area for sheep and cattle.

Hundreds of families in these villages earn income from making mats from the special grass available in ‘Beela’. This grass is also used for thatched huts, which are quite common in this area.  

The ‘Beela’ and the area surrounding it is also home to rare medicinal plants like “aswagandhi” and “sarpagandi” as well as the well-known “eclipta alpa” which is used extensively in treating jaundice.
Even more importantly, 2 water-pumping stations of the Rural Water Supply (RWS) scheme located at Manikyapuram and Borivanka villages that supply drinking water to 62 villages in this area draw water from this ‘Beela’. 

All the above facts clearly show that the ‘Beela’ land in question is not wasteland but as a common property resource (CPR) a rich source of livelihoods for thousands of families spread over 30 villages in 3 mandals in the district.

The National Environment Appellate Authority (NEAA) in its Order dated 14th July 2010 in response to Appeals No. 1 to 6 of 2010 noted, “On inspection, the Authority found this land a typical wetland of great ecological importance and a source of water for nearby villages upon which three important lift irrigation projects of the Government depend. The reports of various agencies including that of sub-committee of EAC was found misleading”, (Paragraph-6) and “ the Authority has no doubt that the area in question is a typical wetland of great ecological significance and despite no law prohibiting its use for power plant, will not permit its use for that purpose” (Paragraph-9). Following these observations the Authority quashed the EC granted to M/s NCC.   

Subsequent to the July 14 incidents in Sompeta the Committee constituted by the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India with the Regional Chief Conservator of Forests based in Bengaluru visited the area. The Ministry released the 
Report of this Committee on 30th July 2010. According to this report the Committee is of the opinion that this ‘Beela’ land has all the features to be considered as a wetland. The Committee further noted extensive irrigated agriculture area around pedda ‘Beela’. The Committee also corroborated the facts that the private land is a double cropped fertile land and that significant number of families depends on inland fishing whose annual income ranges from Rs. 10,000 to Rs. 20,000. The Committee concluded that the area should not be treated like normal wasteland because of multi and special functions the area is performing (pp.13-16).  

The setting up of the above coal based thermal plant will adversely impact all livelihood sources of the local population. As it directly affects water flow it will devastate the lives of thousands of farmers, farm labourers, fisher-folk and rural artisans. Fishing communities will have their livelihood robbed, as their access to the ‘Beela’ will be taken away. The thermal plant coming up near seashore area will severely undermine marine catch in the sea frequented by local fishing communities and make their life miserable. Fishing communities living in the vicinity of the Visakhapatnam NTPC power plant, which is not far from Sompeta, are already experiencing this. This enormous damage cannot be undone by any kind of resettlement and rehabilitation package. 
These legitimate apprehensions propelled the local communities cutting across class, caste, creed and gender to rise in unison against the proposed power plant. Their anger did not surface suddenly on July 14, 2010. The local population - abandoned by all political parties – did their best to draw the attention of the government to their genuine concerns since the time this proposal surfaced. The environmental public hearing for this thermal power plant held on 18-8-2009 witnessed an overwhelming majority of people strongly opposing the proposal. Since then the people of these villages have organized many activities like rallies, dharnas, postcard campaigns and submission of memoranda to air their grievances. But until now the state Government turned a blind eye to their pleas. 

The state Government shall no longer ignore the genuine concerns of the local communities and the ground reality that the ‘Beela’ land in question is not wasteland but very precious wetland that provided sustenance to communities spread over 30 villages as upheld by the National Environment Appellate Authority and the Committee constituted by the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India. 

Given these facts as explained above we earnestly request the Government of Andhra Pradesh to withdraw the G.O. in question, i.e., G.O. Ms. No. 1107 Revenue Assignment –I Department dated 15.09.2008.. 

Yours truly,

M. Thimma Reddy,

Convenor.

People’s Monitoring Group on Electricity Regulation.
Cell No: 9440312303

